Greetings to all U3A friends and very best wishes for 2010.

Hope you all had a good holiday/Festive Season and that you are eager and ready for a year of stimulating courses, talks, outings and activities. 
Our first meeting of the year takes place on Thursday 28th January at 10 o’clock in the Library Hall and our speaker for this will be Claire de la Harpe.  From 1997 to 2002 Claire was employed by Western Province Rugby and Stormers Super 12 Rugby – public relations and marketing, team management and she implemented the“Men in Black” Super Rugby marketing campaign in 1998.  Now even if you aren’t a rugby fan this is a talk not to be missed.  I understand that Claire is a most amusing speaker and she will have us in stitches with stories and anecdotes about rugby and about various team members. 
Please note that the Annual Subscription of R30 for 2010 is due and Erica Rezelman, our Treasurer, will be at the meeting to sign up new members, collect your subs and give you a receipt and to make any changes there may be to your personal details such as change of address, phone number etc.  The date of our Annual General Meeting will be advised at the above meeting.  If you know anyone who may be interested in our activities, please encourage them to come and join us.
We have a good selection of courses on offer this year and you will be able to sign up for all those that interest you at the meeting on the 28th.  Dates for some of the courses have not been finalised but we will advise you as soon as we know them.  If you have any suggestions for any other courses and/or course leaders please let us know.
To whet your appetite, courses on offer, so far, are:

POETRY - with Dr Ron Hall,  a 15 week course commencing on Tuesday 9th February.                       . 

ORCHESTRAL MUSIC APPRECIATION – Helen Crawford (course fully subscribed at this stage)

GEOLOGY – Mr Nic Stavrakis will give us a course later in the year.

PHOTOGRAPHY – Nic Stavrakis will give a talk/course also later in the year
PHILOSOPHY – Francis Williamson (who gave us such a popular course on Ethics last year) will give us a course on The Philosophy of Religion and/or Philosophy of Science – in Rhodes 2nd term – dates to be advised..

COMPUTER SKILLS – Francis Williamson will give this course to a limited number of members (availability of computers) at his home – dates to be advised.

ART – Marijke Lewis (who gave us the fascinating course on “Art for Art’s Sake .. or What?” last year) is offering to give another course in the second half of this year.  Possible topics she can talk on are, the Impressionists or Architectural design or Kitch art.

THE UNIVERSE – Eddie Baart, Professor Emeritus Physics, will repeat his series of lectures on Cosmology (dates to be advised).  This is an 8 week course with lectures taking place in the Physics Lecture Theatre at Rhodes from 5 to 6 pm.  Some members have attended both his previous courses and have said they will attend a third time.  I will attend a second time as this is such an interesting subject and there is so much to see and learn. 
HISTORICAL WALKING TOURS OF GRAHAMSTOWN – Fleur Way Jones will follow up her well attended course on the history of Grahamstown from last year with some walking tours to places and buildings of historical interest and relate some fascinating tales of the people (and ghosts) who live/d in these places.  These will be in May as it is far too hot to be walking around right now. 
WINE – Lil Haigh will offer you a window into the world of wine and wine tasting.  Her 30 years of wine experience and tasting expertise condensed into 4 weeks!  Four outstanding examples of each wine type per tasting.  The course also includes a set of notes and tasting sheets to take home.  Lil will provide all the wines and the cost of the course will be R130 per person.  As I am computer illiterate (I’m first on the list for the computer course) I am unable to transfer the information about the course from the e-mail received from Lil giving all the details of each week’s lecture and the wines that go with that week so I will forward that e-mail to you all and once again ask that you please pass this information on to the folk you know who do not have e-mail.  This course will be each Thursday from 8th to 29th April.  Numbers are restricted to a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 15 so - book early.
Activities on offer or proposed  are:
ARMCHAIR TRAVEL -  Arranged by Eddie Baart and , at the moment, hosted by Hilde Slinger at her flat on Wednesday afternoons at 5:00 pm.  Slide shows/presentations of interesting trips, holidays, expeditions etc., are given by U3A members or invited guests.  Numbers are limited to the space available in Hilde’s living room – about 10. 
WALKING GROUP – Would you be interested in joining a walking group?  We have in mind a good walk once or twice a week either early morning or late afternoon to avoid the heat at this time of year.  
CHICKEN FOOT – For the uninitiated, this a really fun game played with dominoes that are numbered up to double nine.  This will take place every second Monday afternoon commencing on Monday 1st February at 2:30pm at my house, 16 Glastonbury Road.  (I will be away for the rest of February so venue for this period to be announced) .    We will alternate each Monday with Scrabble – see below. 

SCRABBLE – We have a Scrabble afternoon every second Monday afternoon at Sylvia Quinn’s house, 1 Withypool Road – commencing on Monday 8th February at 2:30 pm.
We have some really interesting speakers lined up for our monthly meetings this year and some great monthly outings in the pipe line so, as they say, ........ ”Watch this space” !!!

If you know any member who does not have an e-mail address, or any prospective member, please let them see a copy of this notice and the e-mail about the wine tasting course too, thanks.  
Look forward to seeing you at the meeting on the28th.
Merle Murray

Secretary

U3A Grahamstown

