20 July 2010
Dear U3A G’town friends

The National Arts Festival has been and gone, the Soccer World Cup has ended successfully and life in G’town has settled back into its comfortable, familiar groove.  
Our monthly meeting for July is on Thursday 29th in the Library Hall,  10–11 am and our guest speakers will be Jeremy Fogg and Paul Walters who gave us such an informative and interesting talk about Olive Schreiner and her connections with Grahamstown.  This time they will be telling us about Olive Schreiner in Rhodesia.

Our outing for August will take place on Wednesday 18th at 10 am in the Albany Museum where palaeontologist Dr Billy de Klerk will give us a fascinating insight into one hundred and ten million years of mammal ancestry in the Karroo basin.  
Before getting on to the courses on offer, on behalf of us all, I would like to wish Hilde Slinger all the very best for her move to Johannesburg.  Our thanks to you Hilde for so graciously hosting Armchair Travel at your home for so long and for providing the data projector needed for the shows.  We hope you will be very happy in your new home, hamba kahle dear friend.
COURSES FOR THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR are listed below. 
  If you have any suggestions for future courses we would love to hear from you  - please contact Helen (046 622 7738) helenmary@imaginet.co.za    or Merle (046 622 3902)  merlemurray@telkomsa.net  

PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION - by Francis Williamson who gave us such an interesting course on Ethics last year.  This 4 week course will start on Tuesday 3rd August 10-11 am.    I will confirm the venue at the monthly meeting on the 29th. 
ART – Marijke Lewis (who gave us the fascinating course on “Art for Art’s Sake .. or What?” last year) is giving  us another three week course commencing on Wednesdays 25th August, and then on Wednesdays 1st and 8th September all from  10 – 11 am.  Venue: Rennie Hall, Albany Museum, Somerset Street.   

The topic for her three one hour lectures will be “Following the path of Light through Art History”  made up as follows:- 

25 August -  Session 1:  The spiritual task and significance of Light from the Middle Ages through the Gothic period.  

1st September - Session 2:  Discovering the physical aspects of Light and its effect on Art in the Renaissance and Baroque Periods.

8th September – Session 3:  Splitting the spectrum and jazzing the palette: Impressionism and Modernism in Art (includes a brief Physics demonstration)
COMPUTER SKILLS –  Seventeen members put their names down for the Computer course.  We have now arranged for Andrew from Imaginet to take 7 members at a time from 5-6pm on a Monday and Thursday for a Beginners course and then, later he will run an Intermediate course.  If you are still interested in doing the course please join us on Thursday 12th August at 5pm at the Imaginet Office, 16a Henry Street, where Andrew will be giving an Introductory Presentation giving the details of the courses he will be running.    

GEOLOGY – Mr Nic Stavrakis will give us a course later in the year.  We are trying to confirm this.

PHOTOGRAPHY – Nic Stavrakis will give a talk/course later in the year.

If you would like to attend any of the courses on offer, and havn’t already done so, please be sure to put your name on the lists that are put up at the Monthly Meeting each month.

Activities on offer  are:

ARMCHAIR TRAVEL -  Arranged by Eddie Baart.   Sadly as Hilde Slinger is leaving Grahamstown we will no longer be able to have Armchair Travel at her home. We are exploring various possibilities and are trying to find a venue, with a data projector, that can accommodate more members.  Any suggestions ....?

CHICKEN FOOT – For the uninitiated, this a really fun game played with dominoes that are numbered up to double nine.  This takes place every second Monday afternoon at  2:00pm (at my house, 16 Glastonbury Road).   We alternate each Monday with Scrabble – see below.  The next Chicken Foot will be on the 16 August as the 9th is a Public Holiday. 

SCRABBLE – We have a Scrabble afternoon every second Monday afternoon at Sylvia Quinn’s house, there are no vacancies for this activity at present.  

Hope to see you at the meeting on Thursday 29th.

Best wishes

Merle Murray

Secretary

U3A G’town

